
 
Mr. Thomas Ebeling 

CEO, ProSiebenSat1 Medien AG 

Medienallee 7 

D-85774 Unterföhring 

Germany 

 

 

Dear Mr. Ebeling, 

On 23. December ProSiebenSat1 Medien AG has announced that it has sold its Hungarian assets, 

MTM-SBS Plc. to TV-HU1 Ltd. and TV-CEE1 Ltd. According to the statement, the structure of the 

transaction was a management buy-out (MBO). Mr. Zsolt Simon, CEO of TV2, as well as MD of the 

buyer entity has said on 20 December to the employees of TV2 that “they do not have the funds 

necessary for such a transaction therefore they are backed by Hungarian entrepreneurs and/or 

companies. 

As you may have been informed earlier, press freedom is seriously threatened in Hungary by the 

current government. Several articles have been published about this in the German press as well. You 

may also be aware that Transparency International, an internationally renowned NGO dealing with 

state level corruption, has said that Hungary is characterized by state capture, a term used as state level 

corruption involving people near or related to the government or the governing party. 

You may also be aware that people named as such entrepreneurs by the Hungarian press, Mr. Simicska 

and Mr. Nyerges, have been active on the media market. They have aquired Metronom, the free 

distribution daily, EPA media, the leading outdoor advertising company, and several other media 

assets. The media company controlled by Mr. Nyerges, Infocenter, has been active in an attempts 

purchasing a major stake in the leading Hungarian broadcaster, RTL Klub. That deal did not go 

through at the time. 

As you may be informed, TV2 is a major player on the Hungarian media market. The channels of the 

broadcaster may be watched by each household in Hungary. Also, TV2 is a must carry broadcaster on 

the free-to-air digital terrestrial platform. Therefore, the Hungarian public should be aware of the real 

owners of the broadcaster. As you may also be aware TV2 was declared a “Media Service Provider 

with Significant Market Power” by the Hungarian Media Council. Therefore, it is the legal obligation 

of the parties involved in the transaction to disclose the real owners of the company. 

I would also like to inquire whether the fact that the legal service to the deal was provided by Weil 

Gotschal Menges, the managing partner of which legal firm is the husband of one of the alleged 

buyers Mr. David Dederick, does not raise conflict of interest issues.  

For the avoidance of doubt I would like to ask the following questions in relation to the transaction: 

- Who did the seller, ProSiebenSat1, conduct the negotiations about the sale transaction? Was any 

other party then Mr. Simon and Ms. Dederick involved? 

- Did you check the official and formal owners of the buying party or parties (TV-HU1 Kft and TV-

CEE1 Kft) or the entities behind them (CCA Vízió Kft. és a Double 6 Dominoes Kft)? 

- Have you received ample guarantees for the payment of the purchase price from the alleged MBO 

buyers, Mr. Simon and Ms. Dederick? 



 
- Have you received guarantees that the buyers represent themselves in this transaction and they do not 

front for other entities that are connected to the governing party in Hungary? 

- Have you had guarantees that the transaction does not violate competition and media regulations in 

Hungary and thus you will receive the authorization of the Competition and Media authorities? 

Please be informed that I will share this letter with the public in Hungary and Germany. 

Budapest, 27. December, 2013.  

Yours sincerely, 

Robert Braun,  

Member of the National Board (Választmány),  

Hungarian Socialist Party 

 

 

 

Viktor Szigetvári 

Co-chair 

E14-PM Party Alliance  


