
 
Mr. Edmund Stoiber 

Chairman, Advisory Board 

ProSiebenSat1 Medien AG 

 

Dear Mr. Stoiber, 

You may be aware that ProSiebenSat.1 has, on 23 December, 2013 announced that it has sold 

its Hungarian media asset MTM-SBS Plc. The sale transaction has been said to be an MBO 

and the buying entities have been companies that have been established a few days earlier. 

There have been widespread talk in the Hungarian press that the real buyers of one of the 

most important opinion influencing media entity in Hungary are businessmen related to the 

current government and FIDESZ. Mr. Zsolt Simon, CEO of TV2 and one of the alleged 

buyers has declared, according to press statements, that „they do not have the resources for 

the transaction therefore they are backed by powerful Hungarian business entities.” You may 

also have been aware that Mr. Viktor Orban, Prime Minister of Hungary has declared earlier 

that „In Hungary the major commercial television broadcasters are not Hungarian, they are 

all foreign. This will not stay like this.”  

Mr. Conrad Albert (Vorstand, Legal, Distribution & Regulatory Affairs, ProSiebenSat.1 

Media AG) has confirmed in a letter sent to me on 27 December that they have received 

appropriate securities and guarantees for ProSiebenSat.1 related to the transaction. This, in 

effect, is an acknowledgement that there are indeed powerful entities behind the transaction 

since private individuals and newly formed companies may not offer appropriate guarantees 

for such a transaction. 

I am aware that you are an ardent friend of democratic Hungary as well as a fighter for 

transparency and anti-corruption. I firmly believe that it is the interest of the shareholders of 

ProSiebenSat.1 Medien AG as well as the German and Hungarian public at large that any 

accusation that the transaction involved any link to corruption or “state capture” be readily 

refuted. Therefore, I would kindly like to ask you to offer your advise to the Executive Board 

of ProSiebenSat.1 to the effect that details of the transaction, including the buyers, the source 

of the appropriate securities and guarantees, the value of the transaction and any other related 

matter that may cast any doubt over the fully ethical nature of the transaction be disclosed 

momentarily. 

I do assume that you understand the fact that the full openness and transparency of the  

transaction related to one of the most important media companies in Hungary is, first and 

foremost, a political issue. I do know that we share the European values of transparency, 

democracy, and the freedom of the press.  This is the main reason I ask for your kind 

assistance. Also, I ask for your understanding that this letter will be shared with the 

Hungarian and the German press. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, 

Budapest, 30 December, 2013. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Robert Braun 

Member of the National Board, Hungarian Socialist Party (MSZP) 


